
“Xtract Universal allowed us to integrate critical business data from 
SAP into our hybrid BI solution, in a short time and at a low TCO.”  
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IT Manager, Data Warehouse and Business Intelligence.

“Xtract Universal has enabled our 
organization to bring SAP data into the cloud 

in an efficient and reliable manner.“

Solution at a glance

Integrating SAP data into cloud services:  
Life sciences company relies on Xtract Universal

Xtract Universal

Challenge
The Data Warehouse and Business Intelli-
gence team of the life sciences corporation 
had embarked on a Big Data strategy with 
storage and analytics services that offer 
more agility and flexibility than traditional 
data management systems. The team wan-
ted to provision a data lake in the cloud 
to enable the business users with insights 
in near real-time. The use of a data lake 
enables the company to manage different 
data types, structured and unstructured, 
from a wide variety of sources, all within 
a centralized repository.
The customer’s critical business data lives 
in several different places, including ERP, 
CRM, and various Financial systems. 
Bringing Master and Transaction data 
from the company’s SAP systems into 
the cloud, in a performant and reliable 
manner, presented a big challenge. The 
company previously looked into traditio-
nal ETL tools to extract data from SAP, 
however the tools were expensive and 
complex, and in some areas error-prone. 
Extracting incremental data from SAP 
was challenging because there was no 
direct delta mechanism available.

Solution
The company is using Xtract Universal to 
connect to their on-premises SAP instan-
ces and extract data from different sour-
ces within SAP. The data extractors for 
SAP Tables, OLTP-DataSources (DeltaQ) 
and ABAP Programs that are delivered 
(among others) with Xtract Universal 
were particularly useful for the company 
as they provided the performance, reli-
ability and incremental data extraction 
capabilities that they were looking for. 
Once the data is extracted from SAP, it 
can be stored directly in one of the built-in 
data destinations, including Amazon S3. 
Xtract Universal offers over 20 different 
storage destinations for both cloud and 
on-premises environments. The com-
pany is using an open-source job sche-
duling program to trigger the SAP data 
extractions and to further distribute the 
data from Amazon S3 to other services 
like Amazon Redshift or Amazon EMR.

October 2017  

Company
American multinational corporation.

Industry
Life sciences

Departments
Company-wide implementation 

Challenge
Extracting delta enabled Master and 
Transaction data from SAP and feeding 
data into cloud Data Lake.

Solution
Xtract Universal

Advantages
• Reliable, performant SAP data  
 extraction
• Support for incremental loads
• Hybrid infrastructure, connecting cloud  
 services with on-premises SAP data
• Short time to solution (weeks instead of  
 months)
• Low TCO compared to traditional ETL  
 platforms
 
System Environment
• SAP ECC 6.0
• SAP BW 7.4
• Amazon S3, Redshift and EMR


